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COUNCILLOR BRIEFING – PUBLIC RECORD 
 
Briefing Details:   
   
Date: Monday 25 August 2025 Time: 6:00pm Location: Meeting Rooms 1 

& 2, Realm 
   
All items discussed at a Councillor Briefing are considered confidential in nature. 
   
Attendees:   
   

Councillors   

Cr Kylie Spears (Mayor) Cr Catherine Gordon Cr Paul Macdonald 
Cr Linda Hancock (Deputy Mayor) Cr Claire Rex Cr Daniella Heatherich 
 Cr Nathaniel Henderson Cr Rob Steane OAM 

   
Council Officers:   
Steve Kozlowski Chief Executive Officer  

Tony Rocca Director/Chief Financial Officer  

Adam Todorov Director Assets & Leisure  

Marianne Di Giallonardo Director People & Places  

Andrew Fuaux Director Strategy & Development  

Emma Hills Governance Officer   

Steve McIntosh Manager Projects & Asset Management Item 2 

John Richardson Coordinator Assets, Projects & Facilities Item 2 

  

 
Apologies: 

  

Councillors: Cr Chris Jones 

Council Officers: Nil 

   

Conflict of Interest Disclosure:  

Councillors: Nil  

Council Officers: Nil  

   

 
Items Discussed:   
 

1 Council Meeting Agenda 

2 Major Projects Update 

3A Councillor Delegates Report 

3 Items of a General Nature Raised by Councillors 
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Record completed by: 

Council Officer Emma Hills 

Title Governance Officer 
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COUNCILLOR BRIEFING 1 of 2 8 SEPTEMBER 2025 

  
 
 

COUNCILLOR BRIEFING – PUBLIC RECORD 
 
 
Briefing Details:   
   
Date: Monday 8 September 
2025 

Time: 6:00pm Location: Meeting Rooms 1 
& 2, Realm 

   
All items discussed at a Councillor Briefing are considered confidential in nature. 
   
Attendees:   
   

Councillors   

Cr Kylie Spears (Mayor) Cr Catherine Gordon Cr Paul Macdonald 
Cr Linda Hancock (Deputy Mayor) Cr Claire Rex (entered 6:08pm) Cr Daniella Heatherich 
Cr Chris Jones Cr Nathaniel Henderson  

   
Council Officers:   
Steve Kozlowski Chief Executive Officer  

Tony Rocca Director/Chief Financial Officer  

Adam Todorov Director Assets & Leisure  

Chris Zidak Acting Director People & Places  

Andrew Fuaux Director Strategy & Development  

Emma Hills Governance Officer   

  Item 

Steve McIntosh Manager Projects & Asset Management 1 & 7 

Eli Bates Acting Manager Business & Precincts  2 

Phil Medley Manager Governance & Performance 3 

Kirsten Jenkins Manager Community Safety 4 

Danielle Butcher Manager Communications & Citizen Experience 5 

Grant Meyer Manager City Futures 6 

Heather Burns Manager Community Services 7 

 
Apologies: 

  

Councillors: Cr Rob Steane OAM 

Council Officers: Marianne Di Giallonardo  

   

Conflict of Interest Disclosure:  

Councillors: Cr Chris Jones: Item 1 - Tender Evaluation Report - 
Contract 21095 - Hughes Park Pavilion 
Reason: I am a sponsor of Croydon North MLOC FC who 
occupy the facility at Hughes Park which is proposed to be 
redeveloped.  
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Cr Nathaniel Henderson: Item 2 - Tender Evaluation 
Report - Contract 21092 - Cleaning Services for Creative 
Places Facilities (MFE, Wyreena, Karralyka & Community 
Halls) 
Reason: I both own and work in the cleaning industry.  
 
Cr Nathaniel Henderson: Item 3 - Tender Evaluation 
Summary Recommendation - Contract 21093 Cleaning 
Services for Realm  
Reason: I both own and work in the cleaning industry.  
 
Cr Nathaniel Henderson: Item 11 - Community Assistance 
Fund - Approval Table for Individual/Organisation - 
September 2025 
Reason: One of the applicants is a customer from my past 
business who I get along with still. 
 

Council Officers: Nil  

   

 
Items Discussed:   
 

1 Tender Evaluation Report - Contract 21095 - Hughes Park Pavilion 

2 Tender Evaluation Report - Contract 21092 - Cleaning Services for Creative Places 
Facilities (MFE, Wyreena, Karralyka & Community Halls) 

3 Tender Evaluation Summary Recommendation - Contract 21093 Cleaning Services 
for Realm 

4 Domestic Animal Management Plan - Consultation Report and Draft Plan 

5 Customer Experience Strategy 2025-2029 

6 Draft Climate Change Plan 2026-2031 

7 Kindergartens - The Way Forward 

8 Review of Councillor Gifts Policy 

9 Annual Review of Council Delegations & Authorisations 

10 Councillor Delegates' Meeting Report 

11 Community Assistance Fund - Approval Table for Individual/Organisation - 
September 2025 

12 Items of a General Nature Raised by Councillors 

 
Record completed by: 

Council Officer Emma Hills 

Title Governance Officer 
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Maroondah Access Inclusion and Equity Advisory Committee 1 of 4
 19 AUGUST 2025 

  
 

Maroondah Access Inclusion and Equity Advisory 
Committee – Minutes 
 
Meeting Details:   
   
Date: Tuesday 19 August 2025 Time: 10:00am - 12:00pm Location: Maroondah 

Federation Estate 
   
Attendees:   
   

Councillors   

Cr Chris Jones (Chair)  
Cr Catherine Gordon   
Cr Nathaniel Henderson   
Cr Kylie Spears (Mayor) (arrived 11:42am)  

   
Council Officers:   
Grant Meyer, Manager City Futures  

Heather Burns, Manager Community Services  

Chris Riseley, Team Leader Community Development   

Emma Hills, Governance Officer (Minute Taker)  

Kate Klep, Team Leader Corporate Strategy Item 4.2 

  

Agency Representatives:  

Angelo Talidis (Wellways)   

Annalisa Cercone (Department of Families, Fairness and Housing)   

Catherine D’Arcy (Women’s Health East)   

Jeff Garrioch (Glen Park Community Centre)   

Sasha Eden (FVREE)   

Peta Koopmans (MMIGP)   

Adele Braun (EV Strengthening Communities)   

Maidie Graham (Uniting)   

  

Community Representatives:  

Jenny Tang  

Philip Hughes    

  

Others:   

Karen Milward, First Peoples Senior Cultural Advisor to Council Item 4.3 

  

  



ATTACHMENT NO: 1 - 2025 AUGUST 19 - MAROONDAH ACCESS 
INCLUSION AND EQUITY ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 

 ITEM  3 

 

Councillor Representation Reports  Page 8 
 

  

 

Maroondah Access Inclusion and Equity Advisory Committee 2 of 4
 19 AUGUST 2025 

Apologies:   

Councillors: Nil 

Council Officers: Andrew Fuaux 

Agency Representatives: Kate Gibson 

Community Representatives: Jerry Jahau 

   

Conflict of Interest Disclosure:  

Councillors: Nil  

Council Officers: Nil  

Agency Representatives: Nil  

Community Representatives: Nil  

   

 
Items Discussed 

1. OPENING OF MEETING AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY 

 Cr Jones provided an Acknowledgement of Country. 

2. WELCOME 

 Cr Jones welcomed everyone to the meeting.  

 
CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES - TUESDAY, 17 JUNE 2025 ITEM 3 

The minutes of the previous meeting were confirmed by consensus.  

4. ITEMS 

CHANGE TO ADVISORY COMMITTEE STRUCTURE ITEM 4.1 

Cr Jones provided an overview of changes that have occurred to the structure of Council’s 
advisory committees that has meant that this Committee will conclude at the end of 2025.  

Cr Jones thanked everyone who has participated in this Committee and provided insights 
into how it has helped inform Council.  

Cr Jones noted that the focus areas of this Committee will be absorbed into other Council 
advisory committees and members are welcome to nominate for those when the EOI process 
commences later in 2025.  

 

MAROONDAH VISION 2050 UPDATE ITEM 4.2 

Kate provided an overview of the steps involved in developing the 2050 Community Vision 
and Council Plan. 

Kate provided an overview of the Vision and how it helps to shape Council’s work. She also 
spoke about the outcome areas that sit within the Vision. 
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Maroondah Access Inclusion and Equity Advisory Committee 3 of 4
 19 AUGUST 2025 

Kate provided some more detailed information regarding the Healthy, Inclusive and 
Connected outcome area including the key directions, priority actions and performance 
indicators that will assist in achieving Council’s goals in this space. 

Kate spoke about how Committee members can assist in implementing the Community 
Vision into the future and it was noted that further information regarding the documents 
discussed can be found on Council’s website.   

 

RECONCILIATION PLAN 2025-2029 - THEMES & PRIORITIES ITEM 4.3 

Chris provided an overview of the community engagement undertaken to date for the 
preparation of the Reconciliation Plan including who was consulted and how this was done.  

Chris provided a high-level overview of the plan’s themes of history art and culture, 
relationships collaboration and partnerships, and leadership governance and economic 
participation. 

Karen spoke about each of the theme’s priorities including existing activities and the 
importance of continuing and expanding that work. Karen also spoke about other 
organisations that work to create and help people understand opportunities that are available.  

Discussion surrounded increasing connection with First Peoples businesses and 
organisations to increase awareness of what already exists. The Committee suggested that 
Council could include a page on the website that highlights First Peoples businesses. 

Chris spoke about the next steps in the development of the Plan. 

 

DISABILITY ACTION PLAN 2026 AND BEYOND ITEM 4.4 

Chris provided an overview of the highlights and achievements from the 2022-25 Disability 
Action Plan in the areas of social and economic inclusion, services and information, design 
infrastructure and transport, and advocacy and leadership.  

The Committee broke into groups to discuss the following questions:  

Think of a key issue for people living with a disability over the next 5 years  
1. What could Council do to tackle it? 
2. How should Council gather more community opinion about this issue? 

The groups discussed the following issues in relation to the questions: 

Transport  

• Challenges associated with the modification of vehicles  

• Buses can typically only assist people with ‘low’ mobility  

• Limited availability of maxi taxis and not being able to rely on them in an emergency 

• Putting more information regarding services on Council’s website 

• Organisations like EV Strengthening Communities can help in this space  

Isolation  

• Providing community boards  

• Providing activities and physical spaces to connect  
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Maroondah Access Inclusion and Equity Advisory Committee 4 of 4
 19 AUGUST 2025 

• Exercise machines in public spaces 

• Who to consult with: Dementia Australia, Victorian Multicultural Commission, Migrant 
Information Centre, Women with Disabilities Victoria, Vision Australia, Neighbourhood 
Houses 

Social Connection (mental health) 

• Having safe places like EACH, community houses, Realm and churches 

• The way in which grants are given can make businesses improve how they run 
programs  

• Having things like quiet hours at gyms and pools to make them less intimidating  

• Looking at neurodiverse solutions and consulting with those who have lived experience 

• Who to consult with: YDAS, EV Strengthening Communities, EACH, Community 
Houses 

Homelessness and Accessibility  

• Making sure housing is well connected to transport 

• Think about what Council can and can’t do and focus on partnerships where there are 
limitations 

• Planning and approvals and making sure people with disabilities are consulted 

• Improving connection through roads, paths and modes of transport 

• Who to consult with: the community, people with disabilities, agencies who provide 
support services.  

 
Chris advised that this year the theme for the International Day of People with Disabilities is 
transport and the details of this Council event will be provided to members shortly. 

 

ACHIEVEMENTS OF THE MAROONDAH ACCESS INCLUSION AND 
EQUITY ADVISORY COMMITTEE 2021-2025 

ITEM 4.5 

Chris spoke about some of the Committee’s highlights and provided an overview of the topics 
that were covered from the Committee’s inception in 2021 through to 2025. 

Chris referred to particular members of the Committee throughout the years and some of the 
presentations that they gave to the Committee. 

Committee members spoke about the Committee’s impact and thanked Chris for his 
leadership over the years. 

Cr Jones spoke about the importance of the values of this Committee and the impact that 
they have had. 

Cr Spears joined the meeting and spoke about the history of the Committee and the 
Councillors who have chaired it. She also thanked the Committee members for their input 
over the life of the Committee. 

 
 
The Meeting concluded at 11:48am. 
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Councillor Gift Policy 
Adoption date: TBC 
Responsible Service Area: Governance and Performance 

Purpose 
The purpose of this Policy is to establish compulsory standards for Councillors, established pursuant to 
Part 6, Division 4 of the Local Government Act 2020 (the Act), regarding the receipt and disposal of gifts 
(including benefits and gratuities) and to define parameters by which gifts must be declined. 

Background / Context 
Section 138 of the Act provides a framework for addressing Councillor gifts and benefits.  Considerable 
attention has been placed upon the Local Government sector regarding gifts and benefits and the potential 
or perceived conflict of interests that may arise.   

Scope 
This Policy applies to Councillors, as defined by Section 28 of the Local Government Act 2020.  

Objective 
The objective of this Policy is to build and maintain public confidence and trust in Councillors by ensuring 
decision making is transparent and impartial. 

Policy position 
Councillors should be mindful of their obligations to both maintain and enhance public confidence regarding 
the integrity of Maroondah City Council. 

Duties must be performed impartially and transparently. It is not appropriate for Councillors to accept gifts 
and benefits that affect, are likely to affect, or could reasonably be perceived to affect, the performance of 
their official duties. 

Councillors must also not seek, or encourage the giving of any form of gift or benefit in connection with the 
performance of their official duties. 
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Councillor Gift Policy 

Policy implementation 
Gifts Procedure 

1. Section 137 of the Local Government Act 2020 specifies the circumstances under which a gift may or 
may not be accepted. 

Below tables provide a decision guide and course of action for Councillors: 

Table 1: Gifts of any value, excluding token gifts 

If Decision Is Course of Action 
Decline  If gift is valued at $50 or more, gift declaration form to be 

submitted.  
 If gift is valued at less than $50, no declaration is required. 

Accept  Gift is retained and a gift declaration form submitted.  
 Gift must also be recorded on the Gifts Register.  
 Council has adopted the requirements of section 137 of the Act 

for acceptance of all gifts. 
 

For further information, refer to Appendix 3. 
 
2. Maroondah City Council has adopted the requirements of section 137 for all gifts accepted. This 

includes details as follows: 
 

a. The name and address of the person (or organisation) making the gift are known to the 
Councillor; or 

b. At the time the gift is made, the Councillor is provided with the name and address of the 
person making the gift and that the Councillor reasonably believes that the details provided 
are true and correct. 

c. The Councillor receiving the gift is also to make the person making the gift aware that their 
details will be included in Council’s Gift Register. 
 

3. Any accepted gift or material benefit, irrespective of its value, must be declared. Any offer of a gift 
valued at $50 or over, that is declined, must also be declared. 

4. Where there is actual or a perceived conflict of interest, Councillors must always refuse a gift, 
regardless of value (as per the Councillor Code of Conduct). 

 
5. Councillors must ensure that gifts accepted or declined are declared within one month of being 

offered. 
 
6. Councillors must note that any gift or benefit accepted may imply a relationship that could interfere 

with objectivity and independence. 
 
7. Councillors may consider whether or not to refuse a gift where it is likely to cause embarrassment or 

offence (i.e. cultural perspective), however, point four above always takes precedent. 
 

8. Any offer of a gift in the form of cash, cheque or cash equivalents (incl. gift card or vouchers) should 
be declined. This includes gift cards or vouchers that form part of another gift (e.g. hamper)  
 

9. It is important to understand the requirements of section 128 (4) of the Act and its duration for 
recording gifts and any future Council decision making. 
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Councillor Gift Policy 

10. As per Section 3 of the Local Government (Governance and Integrity) Regulations 2020, the 
definition of a gift does not apply in respect to the following; 
 gifts received by a specified person from a family member; 
 gifts disclosed in an election campaign donation return made under section 306 of the Act; 
 any reasonable hospitality received by the specified person at an event or function that the person 

attended in an official capacity as a Councillor, Chief Executive Officer, member of Council staff or 
member of a delegated committee. 

Relationship to the Maroondah 2050 Community Vision 
Community Outcome: A well governed and empowered community 

Key Directions: 5.1 Ensure transparent and accountable governance, including balanced 
and sustainable decision making that is evidence informed and is in 
the best interests of the community 

Roles and Responsibilities  
Role Responsibility 
Councillors  Understand and abide by the requirements and procedures of 

this Policy. 
Chief Executive Officer  Receive written declarations from Councillors of any gifts 

accepted for inclusion on the Councillor Gift Register 
 Provide advice to Councillors regarding this Policy when sought 

Manager Governance and 
Performance 

 Develop, monitor and review the implementation of the 
Councillor Gift Policy and associated procedures 

Manager Executive Office  Facilitate induction and training of Councillors in relevant 
policies and legal requirements 

Governance Team and 
Councillor Support 

 Coordinate the receipt and formal recording of all Councillor gift 
declaration forms  

 Maintain the Councillor Gift Register for all accepted gifts  
 

Related legislation, policies, strategies, procedures and guidelines  
 Local Government Act 2020  
 Local Government (Governance and Integrity) Regulations 2020 
 Model Councillor Code of Conduct. 

Definitions 

Gift 

As per section 3 of the Act, the definition of a "Gift" means any disposition of property otherwise than by will 
made by a person to another person without consideration in money or money's worth or with inadequate 
consideration, including; 

(a) the provision of a service (other than volunteer labour); and 

(b) the payment of an amount in respect of a guarantee; and 

(c) the making of a payment or contribution at a fundraising function.  

(d)  intangible items such as memberships/subscriptions or digital gifts such as e-books 

A gift is any item or service of value that is given without expectation of return. 

Token Gift 
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Councillor Gift Policy 

A “Token Gift” means a gift or benefit that is inconsequential or trivial in value  to both the person making 
the offer and the individual accepting it. Typically in the course of attending a meeting, training or a 
conference (e.g. pens and notepads).  

Reasonable Hospitality 

The receipt or offer of “reasonable hospitality” is not considered a gift under this Policy. Reasonable 
Hospitality is defined as hospitality that: 

(a) an independent fair minded observer would consider is appropriate and proportionate and not 
excessive; and 

(b) that is received by the Councillor at an event or function that the Councillor attended in an official 
capacity as a Councillor.  

Both elements must be present (reasonable and official capacity). 

Examples of reasonable hospitality which are considered appropriate/proportionate and received by a 
Councillor in an official capacity include: 

 Sandwiches and pastries (or similar) over a lunchtime meeting or at a free seminar; 
 A pre-game lunch provided ahead of a local football game; 
 Coffee/tea and/or morning/afternoon tea at another organisation’s premises before, after or during a 

meeting or seminar; 
 A cup of coffee or tea at a café (unless the other person is a supplier, applicant in a current or future 

statutory process, involved in a current or future tender or EOI or would otherwise create a 
perceived (general) or actual (material) conflict of interest) where Council business is discussed. 

Examples of hospitality that would not be reasonable/proportionate/appropriate and/or that are not received 
by a Councillor in an official capacity and therefore constitute a gift include: 

 An offer to pay for a working lunch at a restaurant (with or without alcohol) 
 An offer of free entry to a major sporting event 
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Councillor Gift Policy 

Appendices 
 

APPENDIX 1 ‐ COUNCILLOR GIFTS REGISTER  
 

Date 
Offered 

Offered to 
- Name  

Offered by 
(entity and 
individual 

name 

Reason 
Offered 

Description of Gift 
Estimated 

Value 
Provide the address of the 

person/entity making the gift 

 
20 June 

2021 
 

Cr John 
Citizen 

Service Club 
(name) - Mr. 

Smith  

Oversaw 
election of 

office 
bearers at 

AGM 

Plant – Large Azalea 
and decorative pot 

$50 1 Smith Street, Melbourne 

 
20 July 
2021 

 

Cr 
Josephine 
Citizen - 
Mayor 

Art Club - 
Ms Smith  

Formal 
opening of 
Art Show  

Artwork $500 1 Latrobe Avenue, Melbourne 

APPENDIX 2 ‐ POLICY IMPLEMENTATION EXAMPLES 
 
A. A Councillor is approached by a constituent who has a local business in Maroondah. The constituent 

is known for his generosity and offers the Councillor an ‘all expenses paid’ return business class 
holiday to Queensland in recognition of the great work that Council has been doing over the past 12 
months. It is estimated that the holiday is valued at $5500. The Councillor declines the offer. 

 
Action Required:  

 Gift is refused  
 Offer of the gift to be declared. 

 
 
B. A Councillor is presented with a hand-woven silk and gold thread head scarf following a citizenship 

ceremony. The donor of the scarf told the Councillor that the scarf is culturally significant, and refusal 
of the gift would cause offence. The Councillor accepts the gift on behalf of Council.  

 
Action Required:  

 Gift to be accepted 
 Councillor to estimate value of scarf.  
 The Councillor would also complete the Gift Declaration Form so the details can be recorded 

on the Councillor Gifts Register.  
 The gift may be either retained by the individual Councillor or provided to the Councillor 

Support Officer for retention by Council. 
 
 

C. A Councillor is provided with a free ticket to a catered President’s Lunch at a local football club in 
their capacity as a Councillor. There is no formal role for the Councillor in the proceedings at this 
event, but a three-course meal is 
provided. 
 
Action Required: 
 No declaration required, as it is considered reasonable hospitality in their role as a Councillor 
 However, a Councillor must always consider actual or perceived conflict of interests in 

accepting an invite to an event. 
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Councillor Gift Policy 

D. A Councillor attends a function for a local football club. The Councillor is given a raffle ticket for a door 
prize upon entry. The Councillor wins first prize which is an overnight stay in a luxury city hotel. The 
value of the prize is $650.  

 
Action Required:  

 If the Councillor accepts the gift: 
o Councillor to estimate value of prize.  
o The Councillor would also complete the Gift Declaration Form so the details can be 

recorded on the Councillor Gifts Register.  
 
 If the Councillor declines the gift: 

o Councillor to declare declining of the gift. 
 
 If a raffle ticket was purchased by the Councillor and they won the prize, no further action is 

required. 
 

 
E. A Councillor is invited to deliver a speech for a local Community group and to take the Chair while 

elections are being held at the Annual General Meeting. On stage, at the close of the meeting the 
President of the Community group presents the Councillor, and others involved in running of the 
meeting with a box of chocolates / hamper / bottle of wine / potted plant etc. as a thank you for their 
assistance in running the meeting. 

 
Action Required:  

 Gift to be accepted 
 Councillor to estimate value of gift.  
 The Councillor would also complete the Gift Declaration Form so the details can be recorded 

on the Councillor Gifts Register.  
 The gift may be either retained by the individual Councillor or provided to the Councillor 

Support Officer for retention by Council. 
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Councillor Gift Policy 

APPENDIX 3 ‐ DECISION FLOW CHART 

Gift is Offered

Acceptance creates a 
conflict of interest?

Accept Gift:

• Submit Gift Declaration 
Form

• Details recorded on 
Councillors Gift Register

Decline Gift:

• If valued at $50 or more, 
submit Gift Declaration Form

• If valued at less than $50, no 
declaration is required

Decline and 
declare

NO 

YES 
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2025 RESOLUTIONS 

Motion number 1 Whitsunday Regional Council QLD 

This National General Assembly calls on the Australian Government to include the 
President of the Australian Local Government Association into the National Cabinet 
to reinstate the Local Government's representation into national decision making that 
existed in the Council of Australian Governments (COAG). 

Carried 

Motion number 2 South Burnett Regional Council QLD 
This National General Assembly calls on the Australian Government to increase the 
Financial Assistant Grant to local government to support sustainability. 

Carried 

Motion number 3 Narrabri Shire Council NSW 

This National General Assembly calls on the Australian Government to expedite the 
delivery of the nation-building Inland Rail project. 

Carried 

Motion number 4 Bega Valley Shire Council NSW 

This National General Assembly calls on the Australian Government to release the 
Government response to the Local Government sustainability inquiry and implement 
funding increases to better support the Local Government sector. 

Carried 

Motion number 5 Newcastle City Council NSW 
This National General Assembly calls on the Australian Government to lead 
collaboration with state and local governments to review, simplify, and streamline the 
delivery and governance of grant funding to local government, ensuring a more 
efficient, equitable, and sustainable funding model. To achieve this, the Australian 
Government should: 
1. Consolidate disparate funding programs delivered across multiple

Commonwealth and State Government agencies into a "block funding" model,
ensuring grant funding is delivered in a way that aligns with local government
planning cycles. The current fragmented system leads to inefficiencies,
duplication, and short-term funding constraints that hinder long-term community
planning and development.

2. Ensure equitable access to grant funding by identifying broader funding
mechanisms beyond requiring direct co-contributions from councils. Many local
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governments, particularly in rural and regional areas, lack the financial and 
resource capacity to provide matching funds. Yet, they are among those most 
dependent on grants for critical infrastructure and service delivery. Alternative 
models, such as needs-based assessments or in-kind contributions, must be 
considered to ensure all councils have fair access to funding opportunities. 

3. Reduce the administrative burden on local governments by harmonising 
governance frameworks, systems, and documentation requirements across 
funding programs and agencies. The complexity and inconsistency of grant 
processes create inefficiencies, divert resources away from service delivery, and 
disadvantage councils with limited administrative capacity. Standardising 
processes will improve transparency, accountability, and efficiency. 

4. Strengthen intergovernmental collaboration to ensure that funding programs are 
better aligned with local and regional priorities. A more coordinated approach 
between the Australian Government, state governments, and local councils will 
enhance the strategic impact of grants, avoid duplication, and maximise the 
effectiveness of public investment. 

5. Support long-term local economic development and resilience by ensuring 
funding models empower local governments to undertake sustainable, high-
impact projects. A more predictable and accessible funding system will enable 
councils to invest in initiatives that foster economic growth, job creation, 
infrastructure development, and community well-being. 

Carried 

 
Motion number 6 Wyndham City Council VIC 

This National General Assembly calls on the Australian Government to renew the 
National Conversation on Local Government Financial Sustainability. 

Carried 

 
Motion number 7 Knox City Council VIC 

This National General Assembly calls on the Australian Government to explore and, 
where feasible, implement grant programs that address infrastructure needs, 
prioritising the renewal, upgrade, and maintenance of existing essential 
infrastructure. 

Carried 

 
Motion number 8 District Council of Grant SA 

This National General Assembly calls on the Australian Government to: 

• Increase targeted investment in operational aspects of regional airports to 
support ongoing usage of essential infrastructure and long-term viability. 

• Introduce strategies which result in fairer airline pricing policies, encourage 
competition and reduce airfare disparities. 
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• Establish frameworks that safeguard regional flights, frequencies and 
reliability. 

• Expand regional aviation support programs ensuring that communities reliant 
on air travel are not left behind.  

Carried 

 
Motion number 9 South Burnett Regional Council QLD 

This National General Assembly calls on the Australian Government to continue the 
local roads and community infrastructure program at a minimum investment of 
previous programs. 

Carried 

 
 
Motion number 10 Lithgow City Council NSW 

This National General Assembly calls on the Australian Government to make 
improvements to better support local government in the context of an operating 
environment characterised by climate change and an increase in natural disasters. 

Carried 

 
Motion number 11 Mitchell Shire Council VIC 

This National General Assembly calls on the Australian Government to provide 
sufficient funding to enable preventative infrastructure works to support increased 
resilience to natural disasters. 

Carried 

 
Motion number 12 Strathfield Council NSW 

This National General Assembly calls on the Australian Government to establish a 
dedicated Local Government Resilience Fund to support councils in preparing for, 
responding to, and recovering from natural disasters. 

Carried 

 
Motion number 13 Maranoa Regional Council QLD 

This National General Assembly: 

1. Thanks the Australian Government for commissioning the Independent 
Review of Commonwealth Disaster Funding (Colvin Review) and 
acknowledges the importance of its focus on proactive disaster risk reduction 
and resilience investment, including reform of Disaster Recovery Funding 
Arrangements (DRFA); 
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2. Calls on the Australian Government to commit to co-designing reform 
initiatives with State and Local Governments to ensure they are practical, 
regionally responsive, and adequately resourced; and 

3. Encourages the Australian Government to ensure that implementation of the 
review's recommendations does not result in additional administrative burden 
or cost-shifting to local governments, particularly in regional and remote areas 
with limited resourcing. 

Carried 

 
Motion number 14 City of Tea Tree Gully SA 

This National General Assembly calls on the Australian Government to: 

1. Include a seat at the table for representation from ALGA as a Member of the 
Housing and Homelessness Ministerial Council, 

2. Reduce the current funding shortfall of $5.7 billion enabling infrastructure 
required to bridge the gap between current constructions and Australia's 
housing targets, 

3. Work with State and Local Government to ensure that the funding for housing 
is appropriately distributed among Local Government areas to address the 
needs for this infrastructure in our Local communities. 

Carried 

 
Motion number 15 Singleton Council NSW 

This National General Assembly calls on the Australian Government to substantially 
increase direct Australian Government investment to councils for the construction of 
local enabling transport and community infrastructure and utilities critical to 
supporting national housing targets by unlocking and accelerating the delivery of 
housing on existing development-ready land. 

Carried 

 
Motion number 15.1 Maitland City Council NSW 

This National General Assembly calls on the Australian Government to substantially 
increase direct Australian Government investment to councils for the construction of 
local enabling transport and community infrastructure and utilities critical to 
supporting national housing targets by unlocking and accelerating the delivery of 
housing on existing development-ready land. 
 

Carried 
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Motion number 16 Lake Macquarie City Council NSW 

This National General Assembly calls on the Australian Government to establish a 
local infrastructure fund for local councils to unlock housing supply and supplement 
affordability that is targeted to regional communities with demonstrated needs. 

Carried 

 
Motion number 17 Brisbane City Council QLD 

This National General Assembly calls on the Australian Government to provide more 
financial support to help councils build the infrastructure needed to enable new 
housing. 

Carried 

 
Motion number 18 Logan City Council QLD 

This National General Assembly calls on the Australian Government to provide for 
full involvement of local government representatives as parties in decision making 
processes impacting on homelessness policy and funding including the Housing and 
Homelessness Ministerial Council and National Cabinet.  

Carried 

 
Motion number 19 Strathfield Council NSW 

This National General Assembly calls on the Australian Government to advocate for 
targeted federal investment in local government workforce development programs, 
including apprenticeships, traineeships, and upskilling initiatives. 

Carried 

 
Motion number 20 Strathfield Council NSW 

This National General Assembly calls on the Australian Government to commit to 
long-term, sustainable funding for local government community services, including 
seniors, disability and youth programs. 

Carried 

 
Motion number 21 Shire of Laverton WA 

This National General Assembly calls on the Australian Government to review the 
effectiveness of the 4G network following the withdrawal of the 3G network and 
where there was coverage under 3G, there is no coverage under the 4G or 5G and 
the impacts on rural and remote communities. 
Carried 
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Motion number 22 Strathfield Council NSW 

This National General Assembly calls on the Australian Government to establish a 
Cybersecurity Resilience Fund to assist councils in strengthening digital security 
infrastructure and protecting community data. 
Carried 
 
Motion number 23 Moree Plains Shire Council NSW 

This National General Assembly calls on the Federal Government take urgent and 
proactive action to provide an equitable level of services in communication and 
connectivity across all of Australia. 

Carried 
 
Motion number 24 Fraser Coast Regional Council QLD 

This National General Assembly calls on the Australian Government to increase 
funding to local governments for coastal protection and climate resilience in 
alignment with national climate adaptation strategies and emission reduction targets.  

Carried 
 
Motion number 25 Break O'Day Council TAS 

This National General Assembly calls on the Australian Government to establish a 
dedicated Local Government Climate Action Fund to support councils in delivering 
place-based renewable energy initiatives and climate adaptation programs, 
including: 

1. Financial incentives and grants for local councils to invest in community 
renewable energy projects, such as solar farms, battery storage, and 
microgrid solutions to enhance energy security and reduce reliance upon 
fossil fuels. 

2. Supporting the development and implementation of local circular economy 
initiatives, including Food Organics and Garden Organics (FOGO) programs, 
aimed at reducing to reduce landfill waste and lower emissions. 

3. Funding energy efficiency retrofits for council-operated owned buildings, 
public infrastructure, low-income housing and local industries to reduce 
energy consumption and costs. 

4. Facilitating sustainable transport initiatives, such as the expansion of electric 
vehicle charging networks and active transport infrastructure, to lower 
transport emissions. Initiatives to transition to sustainable transport and 
industry, such as electric vehicle charging networks, active transport 
infrastructure and opportunities for local economies to lower emissions and 
adapt to their climate futures. 

5. Providing resources for climate risk assessments and adaptation planning to 
improve community resilience to extreme weather events. Providing 
resources for climate change adaptation, such as risk assessment and 



ATTACHMENT NO: 1 - AUSTRALIAN LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
ASSOCIATION - 2025 NATIONAL GENERAL ASSEMBLY RESOLUTIONS 

 ITEM  5 

 

Outcomes - Australian Local Government Association (ALGA) National General 
Assembly (NGA) of Local Government 2025 

 Page 25 

 

  

8 | P a g e  
 

planning and risk reduction programs and infrastructure, to improve 
community and economic resilience to the impacts of climate change such as 
extreme weather events, sea level rise and drought. 

Carried 
 
Motion number 26 City of Mitcham SA 

This National General Assembly calls on the Australian Government to establish a 
National Solar Panel and Battery Recycling System.  

Carried 

Motion number 27 Port Macquarie-Hastings Council NSW 

This National General Assembly calls on the Australian Government to support Local 
Governments in addressing the need for Climate Adaptation initiatives, through 
formula-based funding that is provided to all Councils.  

Carried 

 
Motion number 28 Nillumbik Shire Council VIC 

This National General Assembly calls on the Australian Government to allocate 
funding for adaptation measures at the local government level to allow the proactive 
asset betterment to build back better after disaster events.  

Carried 

 
Motion number 29 Nillumbik Shire Council VIC 

This National General Assembly calls on the Australian Government to enhance 
cooperation between national and local governments, and allocate sufficient funding 
to help enable Australia's greenhouse gas emissions to be rapidly reduced.  

Carried 
 
Motion number 30 Strathfield Council NSW 

This National General Assembly calls on the Australian Government to provide 
targeted funding and policy support to enable councils to transition to renewable 
energy sources in council operations and community services. 

Carried 
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Motion number 31 Snowy Valleys Council NSW 

This National General Assembly calls on the Australian Government to mandate that 
all energy projects of State and National significance (such as hydro power, 
transmission lines, batteries and solar/wind farms) leave a lasting legacy fund to the 
communities that are impacted by such developments.  
Carried 

 
Motion number 32 Fraser Coast Regional Council QLD 

This National General Assembly calls on the Australian Government to ban the 
importation and use of products containing PFAS-group chemicals by the end of 
2026, rather than requiring local government and water service providers to upgrade 
treatment technology to protect community health and the environment from these 
chemicals. The ban should include products not covered by the Industrial Chemicals 
Environmental Management Standard (cosmetics, personal care products, food 
packaging, clothing).  

Carried 

 
Motion number 33 Nillumbik Shire Council VIC 

This National General Assembly calls on the Australian Government to increase 
funding available to enable the recovery of all Threatened Species and Ecological 
Communities, and to support on-ground actions to track and inform priorities to 
support nationwide biodiversity. 

Carried 
 
Motion number 34 Strathfield Council NSW 

This National General Assembly calls on the Australian Government to recognise 
and support local governments as key partners in biodiversity conservation efforts 
through dedicated funding and legislative frameworks. 

Carried 
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Motion number 35 Northern Beaches Council NSW 

This National General Assembly calls on the Australian Government for legislative 
and policy reform to: 

1. Develop a program to phase out the use of 'difficult to recycle' plastics such 
as soft plastics and polystyrene. 

2. Develop and implement a national product stewardship scheme for plastics, 
where organisations that make and sell plastics also take responsibility for 
managing adverse impacts. 

3. Support the plastic recycling sector by: 
a. providing an appropriate level of funding to help build infrastructure to 

recover valuable materials from recyclable plastics. 
b. developing sustainable markets for recovered plastics. 

Carried 
 
Motion number 36 Maroondah City Council VIC 

That this National General Assembly calls upon the Federal Government to: 

• Lead the development of a nationally consistent Container Deposit Scheme 
(CDS) - in collaboration with all states and territories - to harmonise 
regulations, refund values, and operations across Australia, creating a uniform 
approach to container recycling; and 

• Ensure that the National CDS is to include all glass beverage containers such 
as wine and spirit bottles, whilst exploring the expansion of the scheme to 
include glass jars used for food - thereby ensuring these containers are 
covered by deposit/refund incentives for recycling. 

Carried 
 
Motion number 37 Gladstone Regional Council QLD 

This National General Assembly calls on the Australian Government to address the 
risks of battery disposal by: 

1. Implementing appropriate battery product stewardship legislation, that 
includes extended producer responsibilities. 

2. Moving to a mandatory national product stewardship scheme, to ensure all 
producers and importers of loose and embedded batteries are captured and 
contribute to the end-of-life risk mitigation and disposal and recovery costs. 

3. Support local government efforts through funding, to manage and mitigate 
battery related risks to waste services and infrastructure. 

Carried 
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Motion number 38 Moree Plains Shire Council NSW 

That the Federal Government recognises the strategic national importance of 
increased investment in regional infrastructure to support local industry, jobs and 
regional economic and population growth, funding it accordingly. 

Carried 
 
Motion number 39 Isaac Regional Council QLD 

This National General Assembly calls on the Australian Government to expand the 
Net Zero Economy Authority (NZEA)'s remit to ensure all emissions intensive regions 
affected by the transition to net zero are eligible for support by way of broader 
'emissions-intensive project closure plans' and/or community transition plans. 
 
Carried 
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INTERGOVERNMENTAL RELATIONS 
Motion number 40 Frankston City Council VIC 

The National General Assembly calls on the Australian Government to work with 
States and Territories, in consultation with Local Government, to prioritise the 
decentralisation of government jobs and agencies beyond major cities. 

Carried 

 
Motion number 41 Bega Valley Shire Council NSW 

This National General Assembly calls on the Australian Government to: 

1. Include local government as a key stakeholder in the Intergovernmental Data 
Sharing Agreement (IGDSA) and to develop mechanisms that ensure the 
participation of local governments in the ongoing development and operation 
of this framework. 

2. Provide greater support and resources to local councils to help them meet the 
expectations set by the Australian Government Data and Digital Strategy, 
enabling whole of government data framework adoption and development of 
the national data asset. 

Carried 

 
Motion number 42 Berrigan Shire Council NSW 

This National General Assembly calls upon the Australian Government to formalise 
structured and ongoing engagement with local government through the inclusion of 
an Australian Local Government Association (ALGA) representative as a permanent 
participant in National Cabinet meetings and associated subcommittees. 
Additionally, the Assembly urges the establishment of a Local Government Advisory 
Council as a dedicated forum to strengthen co-operation on shared national 
priorities. 

Carried 
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Motion number 43 Strathfield Council NSW 

This National General Assembly calls on the Australian Government to: 

1. Renegotiate the 2006 Intergovernmental Agreement on Federal Financial 
Relations to prevent cost shifting of Commonwealth and state government 
responsibilities onto Councils. 

2. Introduce stronger controls in all Intergovernmental Agreements (IGA) that 
restrict the ability of state governments to diverge from the intent of the 
Commonwealth on similar topics, when states form their own IGA's with their 
respective local government organisations. 

Carried 
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FINANCIAL SUSTAINABILITY 
Motion number 44 City of Onkaparinga SA 

This National General Assembly calls on the Australian Government to restore 
Financial Assistance Grants to at least one per cent of taxation revenue and for the 
provision of an additional once-off payment of $3 billion to address the historical 
practice of paying these grants in advance. 

Carried 

 
Motion number 45 Hindmarsh Shire Council VIC 

This National General Assembly calls on the Australian Government to establish a 
funding stream targeting small towns (up to 2,500 residents) in regional Australia, 
focused on innovative renewal for a sustainable future. 

Carried 

 
Motion number 46 Shire of Lake Grace WA 

This National General Assembly calls on the Australian Government to increase the 
Financial Assistance Grants to local governments and recalculate distributions to 
those local governments in remote and rural locations that are providing financial 
incentives to assist in funds associated with attracting and retaining general 
practitioners, therefore redirecting ratepayer funds to local government 
responsibilities. 

Carried 

 
Motion number 47 Narrabri Shire Council NSW 

This National General Assembly calls on the Australian Government to harmonise 
the disparate application and relevancy of accounting standards for Local 
Government to ensure the consistency of the measurement and management of 
depreciation and the approach to valuation of associated non-current assets. 

Carried 

 
Motion number 48 Narrabri Shire Council NSW 

This National General Assembly calls on the Australian Government to establish a 
National Royalties for Regions Framework to address current gaps and state-level 
inequities in the distribution of funding to mining-affected communities. 

Carried 
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Motion number 49 Glen Innes Severn Council NSW 

National General Assembly calls on the Australian Government to adopt Place-
Based, Needs-Based, and Outcome-Driven Funding Models, allocating a minimum 
of $1,000 per 

person annually for 10 years to each Local Government Area to strengthen councils 
as enablers of essential community and social services. 

Lost 

 
Motion number 50 Logan City Council QLD 

This National General Assembly calls on the Australian Government to investigate 
the need for the establishment of a National Local Government Funding Authority. 

Carried 

 
Motion number 51 Balonne Shire Council QLD 

This National General Assembly calls on the Australian Government to pay the 
Federal Assistance Grants to local governments in full at the beginning of each new 
financial year (in the year that they are due) to eliminate uncertainty and to mitigate 
significant surplus or deficit results caused by revenue recognition requirements. 

Carried 
 
Motion number 52 Strathfield Council NSW 

The National General Assembly calls on the Australian Government to: 

1. Remove the requirement on Councils to provide "co-contributions" to grant 
funded programs. 

2. Mandate the provision of grant funding upfront, removing the need for Council 
to tie up already budgeted finances in anticipation of payment after program 
delivery. 

3. Mandate that all Commonwealth and State government grant funded 
programs cannot exclude design related work from their eligible actions. 
Councils are not in the financial or operational position to develop 
considerable volumes of plans and designs, which then "sit on the shelf" 
waiting for an appropriate grant funding opportunity. 

Carried 

 
Motion number 53 Shoalhaven City Council NSW 

This National General Assembly calls on the Australian Government to provide 
adequate financial assistance, via Services Australia, to eligible ratepayers (Pension 
and Low-Income earner's) to assist with payments of council and water rates. 
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Financial assistance should be provided at an amount, or percentage, that reflects 
current level of rates and should be delivered via a more efficient and cost-effective 
mechanism, than is currently used. 

Carried 

 
Motion number 54 Shoalhaven City Council NSW 

This National General Assembly calls on the Australian Government to consider a 
percentage of Gross Regional Product collected as tax revenue from tourism 
industries to be distributed back to Local Government for the purposes of addressing 
asset maintenance. 

Carried 

 
Motion number 55 Isaac Regional Council QLD 

This National General Assembly calls on the Australian Government to 

a. Recognise full-time-equivalent (FTE) populations in funding models. 
b. Acknowledge the additional demands they place on communities. 
c. Ensure FTE data is considered when allocating grants. 

Carried 

 
Motion number 56 Strathfield Council NSW 

This National General Assembly calls on the Australian Government to advocate to 
the state governments to review and reconsider rate capping policies, allowing 
councils to set rates based on local community needs and financial sustainability. 

Carried 

 
Motion number 57 Maranoa Regional Council QLD 

This National General Assembly calls on the Australian Government to: 

1. Review the current practice of applying variable funding contribution 
percentages within a single local government area under federal funding 
programs; and 

2. Support a more equitable model that ensures consistent and higher 
percentage contributions (e.g. 80/20) from the Australian Government for 
regional, remote, and very remote areas, based on the broader classification 
of the local government area rather than the project's specific location within 
it. 

Carried 
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Motion number 58 City of Karratha WA 

This National General Assembly calls on the Australian Government to establish a 
revenue-sharing model that allocates a fair proportion of Commonwealth taxation 
revenue back to local governments in high-contributing regional areas to support 
their role in enabling national productivity. Returned revenue would be directed 
toward the delivery of social and community infrastructure, which is essential to 
sustaining the workforce and liveability conditions that underpin economic 
performance. 

Carried 
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ROADS AND INFRASTRUCTURE 
Motion number 59 Blacktown City Council NSW 

This National General Assembly calls on the Australian Government to harmonise 
the curfews for all major metropolitan airports across Australia. 

Lost 

 
Motion number 60 Fraser Coast Regional Council QLD 

This National General Assembly calls on the Australian Government to reinstate the 
80/20 Federal Funding Model for road infrastructure projects. 

Carried 

 
Motion number 61 City of Adelaide SA 

This National General Assembly calls on the Australian Government to consider: 

• Working with the Australian Local Government Association to develop a toolkit 
for local government areas to develop or update an active transport strategy. 

• Working with the Australian Local Government Association to develop a 
framework and/or self-assessment tool for local government areas to audit 
their cycling/walking/active transport strategies. 

• Providing federal funding support to develop these frameworks and tools. 

Carried 

 
Motion number 62 City of Adelaide SA 

This National General Assembly calls on the Australian Government to consider: 

1. Working with the Australian Local Government Association to commit 30 per 
cent of journeys to school by active transport by 2030 (30 by 30). 

2. Working with the Australian Local Government Association to developing an 
overarching action plan to support local government areas who also commit to 
'30 by 30'. 

3. to work with the State and Territory Governments to prioritise the funding and 
delivery of drop-off/pick up areas, paths and crossings for schools, at no cost 
to local government, to help ensure safety for children and the community. 

Carried 
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Motion number 63 City of Vincent WA 

This National General Assembly calls on the Australian Government to work with the 
State and Territory Governments to reduce the default speed limit in Australia on 
Residential Local Roads from 50km/h to 40km/h. 

Lost  

 
Motion number 64 Maribyrnong City Council VIC 

This National General Assembly calls on the Australian Government to: 

1. Increase Roads to Recovery Funding for all States, beyond the current 
projections to reflect the increasing demand on local roads; 

2. Introduce a specific road safety component within Roads to Recovery to 
prioritise projects that address high-risk areas and accident blackspots; 

3. Reintroduce a Local Roads and Community Infrastructure Program; 
4. Expand Roads to Recovery Eligibility to Support Road Safety Technology and 

Innovation; 
5. Introduce a Forward Funding Model for Long-Term Planning; and 
6. Increase Funding for Bridge and Intersection Upgrades. 

 
Carried 

 
Motion number 65 Penrith City Council NSW 

This National General Assembly calls on the Australian Government to: 

1. Develop a dedicated national infrastructure investment framework that ensures 
equitable funding for transport, roads, and essential infrastructure in outer 
metropolitan growth areas. It should include: 

• Recognising outer metropolitan growth areas as distinct regions requiring 
specific federal funding allocations. 

• Prioritising transport infrastructure investment, including strategic road 
networks, public transport expansion, and active transport options, to improve 
connectivity and reduce congestion. 

• Ensuring equitable access to social infrastructure, such as healthcare, 
education, and recreational facilities, to enhance liveability and economic 
participation. 

• Aligning infrastructure funding with population growth projections, to prevent 
the cycle of underinvestment and service shortfalls in rapidly expanding 
communities. 

2. Increased investment in transport, roads, and essential infrastructure, to address 
the current chronic infrastructure deficits in these regions. 

Carried 
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Motion number 66 Camden Council NSW 

This National General Assembly calls on the Australian Government to provide 
funding to local councils to facilitate the acquisition of land and enable infrastructure 
development including social infrastructure and environmental protection. 

Carried 

 
Motion number 67 Noosa Council QLD 

This National General Assembly calls on the Australian Government to collaborate 
with local governments to mandate road user agreements with industry, ensuring fair 
cost distribution among road users, including those responsible for increased freight 
loads that damage local government roads. 

Carried 

 
Motion number 68 Woollahra Municipal Council NSW 

This National General Assembly calls on the Australian Government to better 
regulate the import, manufacture and classification of electronic powered cycle bikes 
(e-bikes) and other electronic mobility devices, some of which currently are able to 
travel at speeds equivalent to smaller motorbikes and mopeds. This measure is 
required to ensure e-bikes and electronic mobility devices are properly classified 
vehicles with national limits on their speed capacity and other restrictions necessary 
to protect the safety of users and the general public. 

Carried 

 
Motion number 69 Woollahra Municipal Council NSW 

This National General Assembly calls on the Australian Government to prioritise new 
and increased funding for councils in order to ensure that they are able to plan for 
and provide adequate green spaces and community facilities before higher density 
development is approved. 

Carried 

 
Motion number 69.1 Whitehorse City Council VIC 

The National General Assembly calls on the Australian Government to: 

1. Investigate the impact of urban densification on the availability and quality of 
public open spaces, particularly in areas with low open space per person. 

2. Examine whether densification genuinely delivers affordable housing given 
high rates of population growth. 

3. Review the implications of government acquisition powers on public open 
space, highlighting the effect of compulsory acquisitions for infrastructure 
projects and their impact on local communities. 
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4. Advocate for stronger protections and policies to preserve and expand public 
open spaces in middle and outer-ring suburbs, recognising the environmental, 
social, and health benefits these areas provide. 

5. Examine the impact of urban densification on physical and community 
infrastructure, such as schools, health services, drainage, and congestion on 
roads. 

6. Engage with relevant stakeholders, including community groups and planning 
bodies, to identify best practices and policy recommendations for maintaining 
and enhancing open spaces in the face of urban growth. 

Carried 

 
Motion number 70 Moyne Shire Council VIC 

This National General Assembly calls on the Australian Government to establish a 
permanent, indexed funding stream to close the $1 billion annual local road 
maintenance gap, enhance the Roads to Recovery program to provide greater 
support for rural and regional councils based on road length and need, and expand 
funding for community infrastructure projects that strengthen economic activity, 
service delivery, and resilience in rural areas. 

Carried 

 
Motion number 71 West Arnhem Regional Council NT 

This National General Assembly calls on the Australian Government to: 

a. Establish a dedicated Public Lighting Infrastructure Fund to support local 
governments in upgrading and modernising street lighting networks across 
Australia. 

b. Provide financial incentives and low-interest loans to accelerate the transition 
to energy-efficient LED street lighting, particularly in regions that have made 
limited progress to date. 

c. Develop national guidelines and standards for smart lighting technologies to 
ensure interoperability and maximise energy savings and safety benefits. 

d. Fund research and pilot projects exploring innovative public lighting solutions 
that can enhance community safety, reduce energy consumption, and support 
smart city initiatives. 

 
Carried  
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Motion number 72 West Arnhem Regional Council NT 

This National General Assembly calls on the Australian Government to: 

1. Establish a dedicated funding program specifically for the upgrade and 
ongoing maintenance of unsealed road networks in regional and remote 
Australia  

2. Allocate a minimum of $200 million per annum for this program, indexed 
annually to account for inflation and construction cost increases. 

3. Prioritise projects that demonstrate a clear link to improved community safety, 
enhanced economic opportunities, and increased access to essential services 
for residents in remote and isolated areas. 

4. Work collaboratively with state and territory governments and local councils to 
develop streamlined application processes and reporting requirements for this 
funding program, minimising administrative burden and maximising the 
efficient use of resources. 

5. Ensure that the funding allocation formula for this program takes into account 
the unique challenges faced by remote councils, including vast distances, low 
population densities, extreme weather conditions, and limited access to skilled 
labour and materials. 

Carried 

 
Motion number 73 Western Downs Regional Council QLD 

This National General Assembly calls on the Australian Government to allocate a 
dedicated funding program to support the redevelopment and/or remediation of 
aquatic facilities. 

Carried 

 
Motion number 74 East Gippsland Shire Council VIC 

This National General Assembly calls on the Australian Government to expand 
access to the Roads of Strategic Importance Program to deliver vital road safety and 
industry transport links including food production for the south-east of Australia. 

Carried 

 
Motion number 75 Port Phillip City Council VIC 

This National General Assembly calls on the Australian Government to invest further 
in Australia's urban active and public transport infrastructure projects. 

Carried 
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Motion number 76 Brisbane City Council QLD 

This National General Assembly calls on the Australian Government to enhance 
road safety through further driver education. 

Carried 

 
Motion number 77 Wyndham City Council VIC 

This National General Assembly calls on the Australian Government to join a unified 
call towards the development of very Fast Trains Between Major Cities. 

Carried 

 
Motion number 78 South Burnett Regional Council QLD 

This National General Assembly calls on the Australian Government to conduct a 
review of the National Heavy Vehicle Regulator (NHVR) to extend the "Farm Gate 
Access Program" to allow ad-hoc use of B-Doubles on low volume roads where 
appropriate. 

Carried 

 
Motion number 79 South Burnett Regional Council QLD 

This National General Assembly calls on the Australian Government to provide small 
and rural communities with no public transport with additional support to 
compensate. 

Carried 

 

Motion number 80 Livingstone Shire Council QLD 

This National General Assembly calls on the Australian Government to- 

a. Review the Building Code of Australia for wheelchair accessibility to 
address new wheelchair technology and increased dimensions; and 

b. Review the Australian Standards AS1428 Design for Access and 
Mobility to include wheelchair beach accessibility, technology and 
increased dimensions. 

Carried 
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